
Jackass Vineyard  
Z I  N  F  A  N  D  E  L 

 
    Jackass Vineyard was planted in the late 1800’s in the splendid Russian River 
Valley.  This eight acre vineyard thrives on a steep rolling hillside which surrounds 
the west side of the Jackass Hill Vineyard. The old head pruned vines are farmed 
much the same way as they were a century ago; without the use of trellising, 
irrigation, or pesticides. The vines produce a large crop load for being 100 years 
old, about three tons per acre, and the fruit is thinned to insure more concentrated 
flavor in the berries. 
    The grapes tend to ripen unevenly, as typical of this mysterious varietal, and two 
or three separate harvests are usually the norm. The grapes are picked ripe, about 
26 degrees brix, into small wooden boxes that Giuseppe Martinelli had made by 
hand a century ago. The ripeness at harvest allows the wine to wave its true 
Zinfandel character in flavor and color.       
    After picking, the whole berries undergo a long cool fermentation, with 
indigenous yeast, to generate skin contact and extract fruit character. The juice is 
gravity fed into small oak barrels with a touch of residual sugar remaining to 
complete the fermentation process in barrel until dry. It is then allowed to rest and 
mature in 100% new French oak on its gross lees for ten months before bottling. 
The grapes, juice, and then wine are minimally handled. The finished wine is 
unfined, unfiltered, neither cold nor heat stabilized and contain naturally 
occurring sediment. We recommend decanting or allowing the bottle to sit upright 
in a cool place prior to serving.    Salute! 
                           
Winemaker: Helen Turley           Asst. Winemaker: Bryan Kvamme            Case Production: 

554 
                                                        

J a c k a s s  V i n e y a r d  Z i n f a n d e l   in  t h e  P r e s s  
 

1 9 9 3  V i n t a g e ~  90 pts. Robert M. Parker, Jr. 
1 9 9 4  V i n t a g e ~  93 pts. Robert M. Parker, Jr. 

1 9 9 5  V i n t a g e ~  92-94 pts. Robert M. Parker, Jr.  ~ 91 pts. Wine Spectator 
1 9 9 6  V i n t a g e ~  92-94 pts. Robert M. Parker, Jr.   

1 9 9 7  V i n t a g e ~ 95-97 pts. Robert M. Parker Jr.  ~  93 pts. Stephen Tanzer  ~  92 pts. Wine 
Spectator 

1 9 9 8  V i n t a g e ~ 95 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr.  ~ 92 pts. Stephen Tanzer 
1 9 9 9  V i n t a g e ~ 92 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr.  ~ 91+ pts. Stephen Tanzer 
2 0 0 0  V i n t a g e ~ 93 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr.  ~ 90 pts. Stephen Tanzer 

2 0 0 1  V i n t a g e ~ 91 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr. 
2 0 0 2  V i n t a g e ~ 96 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr. 

 
2 0 0 3  V i n t a g e ~ 95 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr. 

“… a classic dark plum/purple color, a huge nose of dates, figs, brandy-macerated blueberries, 
blackberries, 



 soy, smoke, and barbeque spice. A full-bodied, exotic, opulent wine and a total hedonistic and 
intellectual turn-on, 

 it should drink well for 7-8 years.”   95 pts.  Robert M. Parker, Jr. 
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